
May 28, 2015 

 

The Honorable Gina McCarthy 

EPA Administrator 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, DC 20460 

 

 

The Honorable Anthony Foxx 

Secretary of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave, S.E. 

Washington, DC 20590

 

Dear Administrator McCarthy and Secretary Foxx: 

 

We the undersigned commend your on-going efforts to implement strong fuel efficiency and 

emission standards for America. These rules save consumers and businesses money at the pump, 

lessen the economic and national security threats presented by oil dependence and price 

volatility, and help American manufacturers develop new technologies that spur investment in 

research, development, and production of advanced vehicles.  

 

The transportation sector makes up 70 percent of all fuel consumption in the United States and 

accounts for almost 30 percent of the nation’s greenhouse gas emissions, presenting a big 

opportunity for improvement. And while medium- and heavy-duty trucks only make up 7 percent 

of all vehicles on the road, they consume 25 percent of the fuel used by all vehicles.
1
 In 2013, 

trucks on the road in America consumed 2.7 million barrels of oil per day and emitted 530 

million metric tons of carbon pollution. Those numbers are expected to increase as the demand 

for more goods shipped by truck goes up.
2
 

 

The first ever efficiency and emission standards for medium- and heavy-duty trucks in 2011 was 

an important step to increase truck fuel efficiency, and we urge you to ensure that the next round 

of standards for trucks expected by June 2015 includes robust goals. Experts believe that 

combined, the two phases of truck standards could cut fuel consumption and carbon pollution in 

new trucks by more than 40 percent compared to 2010 levels by 2025.
3
   

 

Businesses and consumers across all sectors of the economy rely on trucks to move materials and 

products. Fuel is the single largest cost of owning and operating heavy-duty trucks, and truck 

fuel prices have increased 58 percent since 2009.
4
 It costs about $73,000 per year to fuel a 

combination trailer, which gets about 6.5 miles to the gallon and makes up 70 percent of all 

freight tonnage in the U.S. These fuel costs are then passed on to consumers through higher 

priced products. The Consumer Federation of America reports that fuel costs for goods and 

services delivered by medium-and heavy-duty trucks cost U.S. households an average of $1,100 

in 2010.  

 

The first phase truck standards are estimated to save a total of $50 billion in fuel costs and reduce 

carbon pollution by 270 million metric tons. Phase two of the medium-and heavy-duty standards 

could reduce the cost of moving freight 7 percent, driving a fleet average net savings of $0.21 
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per mile.
5
  As a result, truck owners could expect to see $30,000 in fuel savings annually from 

the improvements, translating to a short 13-month return on investment.
6
  

 

Strong fuel efficiency standards are good for American manufacturing because they incentivize 

innovation, making U.S. businesses more competitive globally. Investment in the research, 

production, and deployment of advanced vehicle technologies will give the United States an 

opportunity to lead in markets such as advanced batteries, which is growing quickly as 

technology costs have declined 50 percent since 2009.
7
  

 

Thank you for your work to advance strong fuel efficiency and greenhouse gas emission 

standards for cars and trucks.  We urge EPA and DOT to propose strong phase two standards for 

medium- and heavy-duty trucks in 2015. 

 

 

Sincerely, 
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